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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE (AUGUST 7 )
CHARLESTON, IL. - -Eastern Illinois University ' s football Panthers,
long on numbers but short on experience , start the search for new stars
with a month of preseason practice beginning Monday (August 10 ) .
The 1987 season opens September 5 at San Jose State, a Division I
opponent, that won the California Bowl in ' 86 and features Reisman Trophy
candidate Mike Perez at quarterback.
New coach Bob Spoo and his staff will have nearly 100 players
reporting for fall practice with freshmen and transfers reporting Sunday
evening (August 9 ) and the veterans coming in Thursday (August 1 3 ).
However , only 28 lettermen and eight fulltime starters return from
last year ' s 11 - 2 club that competed in postseason play for the fifth time
in nine years and ranked No. 2 in the final NCAA I - AA poll.
While the emphasis had been on the passing game previously , Spoo and
staff will stress defense.
"That will continue to be a priority for us .
this is not a one - year program .

We want people to know

Defense will continue to be an emphasis

until it can effectively dominate the opposition, " Spoo said .
" As we continue to evaluate our personnel , we keep that idea in mind
. )Ssibly moving some who were signed as offensive players , if we
believe they can help us better on the other side of the ball. "
Spoo ' s liking for special teams will not take a backseat, either.
want to develop that part of our game.

"We

In fact , the first practice on

Thursday when everyone is here will be a special teams workou t," he said.
Minus the record breaking passing combination of Sean Payton and Roy
Banks the Panthers will run the ball more often, especially with two backs
more
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the quality of JAMES MARABLE (CHICAGO-SCHURZ) and DUWAYNE PITTS
(DETROIT-Ma cKENZIE ) .
MARABLE gained 2nd Team All - Gateway honors by averaging nearly 113
all-purpose yards in ' 86.

PITTS is No. 5 on EIU's all-time rushing list

with 1806.
The offensive line will be the strength with three year starters MARK
PETERSEN (MOMENCE) and JIM MITEFF (LIBERTYVILLE) at guards and two year
starter SEAN O'BRIEN (JOLIET-CATHOLIC) at center.
DERICK WILHELMS (FREEPORT) is a quality tight end who caught 18
passes for 343 yards last year.
The defense suffered another setback when starting linebackers JEFF
MILLS (WINNETKA- NEW TRIER) and BILL COCHRANE (LAKE ZURICH) had knee and
ankle surgery, respectively, a few weeks ago .
" I suppose the best thing to say is that it ' s questionable as to how
soon they can participate ," said Spoo.
Two other returning defenders are R.L. REYNOLDS (DETROIT-KING), a
2nd Team All-Gateway corner , and CARL PARKER (EVANSTON), a two year
starter on the defensive line.
-30PRESEASON PRACTICE SCHEDULE
Sunday, August 9 . . . . Freshmen, Transfe rs check in Taylor Hall
Monday, August 10 . . . Physicals, Equipment Issue
Thursday , August 13 . . . Veterans check in Taylor Hall, Physicals ,
Equipment Issue
Friday, August 14 . . . MEDIA DAY AT 1 P . M. , Double Sessions for All
Tuesday , August 25 . . . Last Double Sessions
Wednesday, August 26. . First Day of Class
Monday , August 31 . . . Game Week Practices
Friday, Sept. 4 . . . . Depart for San Jose State
Saturday, Sept. 5 . . . Kickoff 3:30 COT vs. San Jose State

